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“On many of these charges the Methodist Church was just 
making a beginning. At some points we had only a half-dozen 
members, if any. The people were all poor alike: new beginners 
in a new country, and that just after the close of the war.” 

 “This year my husband was given the Ohio City work, which 
extended over many miles of country. Mr. Adams secured 
several lots in the new county seat, Ottawa, and to this place we 
moved the parsonage from Ohio City, by placing it upon four 
wheels, then in front of these wheels hitching a number of yoke 
of oxen. Just as the sun went out of sight behind a storm-laden 
sky, the faithful oxen appeared in the distance, hauling the 
parsonage containing all our household goods: when it reached 
its proper spot it was transferred from the wheels to a 
foundation.” 

“This was a fearfully cold Kansas winter, and we had neither 
matting or carpeting to protect our feet from the cold. Mr. 
Adams secured a wagon, and hauled our firewood a distance of 
six miles. Not withstanding I had a fine fat baby, and was one of 
the happiest mothers in Kansas.” 

“At Ottawa, while my husband went up into the town hall and 
preached, I had an appointment in the house of a lady who was 
sick unto death with slow consumption.” 

“At this place the Lord gave us gracious revival, and many 
were converted and added to the church. During the year we 
held two camp meetings which were greatly blessed in 
reclaiming backsliders and bringing souls to Christ.” 
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In 1901, Rohrbaugh built a beautiful mausoleum in Hope Cemetery where 
he, his wife and son are interred. George Washburn was the architect.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: The handwritten 
conditions of the gift from 
Colonel Rohrbaugh on his 
lumber yard stationery. 
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Once a month, on the 4th Monday, a social group of retired members of the Church meet in Knight 
Hall for dinner and a program. If you wonder why attendance is growing, note the variety of 
delicious foods arranged on the serving table. 
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One of the many Heritage Dinners that recognized long-time members. 



Debi Senior  
Karen Bohlender 

 
Mrs. A. M. Telfer 

 
Treva Larkin 

 
Mary Lee McElfresh 

 

Terri Lansbury 
 

Mary Lee McElfresh and Bev Bartscher 
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A Church Picnic in the shelter at Forest Park.  



 

A Youth Group outing at Camp 
Chippewa. 
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Every year the Church recognizes those who have been members 50 years or more. 
 Above is a photo of those honored in 2003 



  

Reverend Jerry Harnden holding Sarah Guge, 
4 months old, after her baptism. 

Katherine Elizabeth Reusch after her baptism 
January 21, 1990 
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�� 03/21/1929�
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�� 01/01/1930�
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�� 03/01/1941�

#	�����	�#���	�� 04/10/1938�
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�� 04/05/1942�

'�����$	������� 04/25/1943�
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�� 06/05/1938�

7�		��2�		����� 12/12/1940�

2������3������ 06/05/1938�

3�����������#���.���� 03/24/1940�

)��	���#���.���� 03/24/1940�
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;�		��3���;������ 04/25/1943�
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��	������������ 03/03/1946�
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*�������)������� 04/08/1945 
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Game Time for some of the young people in the Church. 


